(for Abbie)
(A theater work for soprano or intstumental performance
artist and piano based on Samuel Beckett's Happy Days.)

Expanse of scorched grass rising center to low mound. low bodice, big bosom, pearl necklace. She is discovered
Gentle slopes down to front and either side of stage. sleeping, her arms on the ground before her, her head on
Back an aburpter fall to stage level. Maximum of her arms. Beside her on the ground to her left a capacious
simplicity and symmetry. black bag, shopping variety, and to her right a collapsible

collapsed parasol, beak of handle emerging from sheath.
Imbedded up to above her waiste in exact centre of

mound, WINNIE. About fifty, well preserved, blond To her right and rear, pianist. The work begins in darkness.
for preference, plump, arms and shoulders bare,
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l Instrument is heard in darkness. l

Quiet, like a fanfare, lento

Beginning of ins-

Go directly to page 3.

Lighting begins to rise.

trumental version.
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The light rises. She straightens up, (Trombone version: she lays trom- gazing at zenith:
lays her hands flat on ground, throws bone down and follows directions

back her head and gazes at zenith. of previous measure.) /\
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Lips still. Eyes open, hands unclasp, return to mound. Pause. She clasps hands
27 to breast again, closes eyes, lips move again in inaudible addendum.
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brings out toothbrush,
subito a tempo e piu forte

_________________________ 8" both hands — — — — _ _ _ _ _ _ _ - rummages again,

po brings out flat tube of toothpaste,
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turns back front, unscrews cap of tube, lays cap on ground, squeezes with difficulty small blob of paste on brush, holds tube in one hand and brushes teeth with other.
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She turns modestly aside and back to her right to spit out behind mound. In this position her eyes rest on WILLIE. She spits out. 2778 ;ranes a little farther back and down. Louder. Tender smile as she turns back fiont, lays down brush.
oud.
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Cantabile; psuedo lamentoso; (j -=90)

inspects her teeth in mirror--

testing upper front teeth with thumb, indistinctly:

inspect gums, ditto--

pulling back upper lips to

pulling back cor-
ner of mouth,
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other corner, ditto--
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rummages brings out spectacles in case, turns, C front-- m
7/10 ~~ — — h > b A
= = s ;
ff T —F 1 #® Ay
[ 1 1 I 1 $|‘I4. Te Te Te IO|$- Te I-.?‘ #?.__q-IF . # J- ¥y
for an-y thing no in-ter-est in life poor dear Wil - lie.
' S
be mf e
o beieitie e
= = %Il. g'll I = mDA = ']
B =
y X0 y X0 y X0 3
P P P ;|
10
T@. . takes up toothbrush examines handle of brush-- /’_\
77 lays down case-- opens spectacles--- —_— fooks Jor toothbrush — . /\ ~
) \ — % | |gliss A b ‘a .
b’ 4 K i — — g N |
[ y i— - , P — - [ - H gl = E K  .be O
{es3 - > 0 g #® & © 7 I PI L I /
V10 oy - A T 7 Hg g g +# . £ Y O M B
¢ s T FoFoe—* P
- sleep - for-ev-er won-der-ful gift noth-ing to touch it in my op-pin - ion al-ways said so wished I had it - -
I |
- mp 0D O D DT . B
o 5 1 &7 === S ee— 5 — 35— h h IZI,\|
h . ﬁ "3 é_’_\/_' -
o) —he dgl | =
Z 9 . | . = e 2 e e e =T .
{rs3 y—Y ] il g I - A P 1 I — &
10 T o al ") T Y H gl g o o i
o == , ; d T o —o—s ———
I“? D #:& y 20 E I T | I a 'h.i 2P . y X0 ’ h' | b' - #r-hr#--f_#f o
{7 i oy P gl . [THg oy D [ g W ® 4 i i Py e ¥ uﬁk- o/
\Q)v 10 ﬁﬂ% ﬁ’l i nd - it HO——5 .i Bl e Y N R Y i
] % ~_ " | T ¥ — —
v d
77 mp S— — —_—  f
o = v
*)— e o - - - y 20 Heg | o° > -
7 3 F Rl o & ¥ Al N e
= ! ! 4
T
examines handle, reads-- lays down brush--
g4  Subito piu quieto e tranquillo — Subito come sopra
A (poco meno mosso) % —
v’r\:\ = = S R .~ oy '\v ' o R I = = H2
D go-—geo e fa = b 16 L. L [16
N Q) T
gen - u-ine... pure... what? W0 — — — — — — — — ,blind next
\"y) &w bothhands — — — — — o — — - ____ A mp mf
3 el . 0e
. etru be e, tehedey, eheyohebe,
-] w1 AR T wal T 1 ST, 14
T T T ams )
Y I ;| i Z 110
rall_e dim
N — — T L ¢ - o G (71
8 : ——— = =6
\—/. . q. O q q' . q.. %




*
to see what

wipes the other--
Ld
(7]

e e B e e

shakes out handkerchief--

h [ "AX K]
W)
|
is me

T
§Po-————-—----~
:

bis .
pry

|
wWo¢E

|
%

1]

or would I?

e

H" &

accel.

g
21

i

1
JoH

he
e

takes out handkerchief--

—_
N
1
by now
/’—_\
L L te
LNl
-
‘ #
i
T 7]
i
PG
D)
y 20 i
P S——
Fgle
ie
A Woe
mp

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
! |
I |
| i) .
= L ST |feR
| ot . .
T | LT
n [} . ' E = =
a- oz o el g o ES
_ W " o = N mm g 1YY |Hqﬁ
o — H 3 q
V| I |
B - ! " ] %
9 1 ES N ]
= 0
3 | *¥ m I-Hlll
S |
N | RS | —_
< I o * &
8 s - '
K 3 o -
= = p !l s [5]
< 3 atll b
= = s q =
< s EY3 L m
= o~ 3 Ry % 0]
o \4 N
® s T M 2
4N : : : £
’ Y E °
£ * =5
I
< . =
e @ x| = W
p== m o =
) o
X

I
9
s
7l

b

1

., bn_h oL

s

——

:

7
.

T o™

il

g

g

he

. edimn.

!.

starts polishing spectacles, breathing on lenses--

§

PR e
QP -—————- - - -------------------—,

e

:

g

A

-

it

/\-

b
")

il

D0

;

——]

~

would - n'tmiss

ey
g

1~ B

sl X

1]

lays down spectacles--

seen

s 1.l il

~

takes off spectacles--

ah well

o

L 0]

bol® [~
PO

L0 -P= D

rax
o)
rax

D e

"I(é;b

Subito quieto e quasi lontano

o)

91

>
Ll i

takes up spectacles

L

I=

cres e accel.

My
ok '-h'

b

fo

Y/

L K

g

—
plo,

I—

!'ﬁ-_h b

‘be-l

e

looks for spectacles--

.4

:

7

A1V
A1V
adl O

A
]

ah

L

[
il

te

4

o
o
/

e dim.

| g

o N

R = b

[y




o T = e %

o) , , | kg Iq.h-
P4 JJ-iI e g W™ L B
—= = st te E 7 gt R —
o e 14 =
:

@

bob up out of dark

_______________________________________ -

ho - ly light
- . mf y g va

8
T N R A ——
o) i ! I #; T ; I ; £ '."#' " -t “‘.}:;nl :’h"

) g ) )
CO——— 'y y.4 e g i 0 [
> 71— B D qe— e — 17 o/ 1
L - L ] . — :JV 1 ] ¥ /
J B Iy, q-‘ Y
S—
% (hold until next marking)
con forza hea.d b.ack level, resumes ]
polishes > > - = polishing, stops polishing,  Teneremente, quasi notturnale
§ L7 e , § ,, cranes back to her right pOCO Mmeno mosso
100 j },\> Stops polishing, raises face to sky, pause, and down. -~ ﬁ
§ - Y Ry - = —
Y 4N Tk tﬁi . 13 y 20 - - N 1
[ fan) bl L d I PN o gl el
\Q)\/ I.'_JI 0 ! o i ) / T~
N
@
89_ _____ S blaze of hel - lishlight. %{00 oo!

el s T _

. f
1 I
Y, %‘ % Y Fall e —
hq . . mp '
v
stops polishing, lays nuts handkerchief back in bodice-- looks for spectacles--
Tender smile as she turns back front ;ooffr‘/;;efc\tlegl%zs—‘-m folds handkerchief--  Quasi psuedo gioioso ! d Jor sp
\ and resumes polishing. Smile off. (during fermata) (during fermata) - —~
104 -~ ——— ~ /\ q= é h
7 9 N ﬁ . E o o gl ﬁ' - gl
[ 1 y 20 ; " § S S — P B — X0 ) rJ 3 - At - At
:% 0 & g [ gle i i g PO L V@ [ — 4 it ;| I i
g #® g 4O g °e “hd T i ) 10 1o o 0
Ne) ff ff [ v L —_
- -------- ' Mar - vel - ous gift wished 1 had can't com-plain 1o 1o
— 0 — — — — — — — — — — —
I/F_ 5 #'— mp 81)/;’_/\__' mp /-—_\ /ﬁ .. / h ®-
n C e AP A T ey = e e &
>’ 4 T 12 o He /—+#
0 i y 2 L YRC— o “® 7 7/
— 1 T Py i I ;| ) 7 v
o T 10 1@~ o 7 7
o = = A g =
mp AL Tm—— " ( (
E () L he VL he
o 7 20 o H g1 - - | bt
{e—1 i e gt - - C = —
K> —

20
-Xg
S

T
Iy
54

1




mus - n't com-plain - so much to
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shakes out handkerchief--
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During fermata: brings out magnifying glass, turns back front, looks for toothbrush.
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and the fear so great, certain days, of finding oneself left with hours still to run, before the bell for sleep, and nothing more to say, nothing more to do, that the days go by, certain days go by, quite by, the bell goes,
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Reason says, Put it down, Winnie, it's not helping you, put the thing down and get on with something else.
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[[quickly places trombone back on mound], cranes back to watch it burning.
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It is no hot-ter to-day than yes-ter-day, it will be no hot-ter to-mor-row than to day, how could it, and so on back in-to the far past, for-ward in-to the far fu-ture.
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(Winds musical-box.)
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During this section, Winnie slowly sinks into

the mound, becoming embedded up to her neck.

(For the instrumental version she sinks while
she slips her arms and hands into a jacket and
gloves that blends in as part of the mound.
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Strange feel - ing.
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Go for - get me why should some-thing o'er that some-thing shad - ow fling... go for - get me... why should - sor - row go for - get me

nev - er hear me...

(With a sigh. One loses one's
-l classics. Pause. Oh not all.
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[ Suddenly a mouse ran up her thigh and Mildred, dropping dolly in her
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What are those im-mort-al lines?
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