Rockaby

(4 setting of Samuel Beckett’s Rockaby for voice, four trombones, and piano.)

William Osborne




Notes

Light

Suhdved on chair. Rect ot s"l‘daz dark..
Subdued spaton face constant through-
Du'%'\ UI’IA\LFF;:'}'&C! by svccessve 'Y'A.AES:.
Either wide encugh To include nevrow
limite oF vacke or concentraled on face
when still or af mid-vock . Then threugh-
out spee:)q face S‘lia}'\ﬂ)’ swaying in and
ouT of figl’d’

Openin3 Fade -up: Firer spo""on face alone.
Lnng pavse. Then lighton chair.

Final fade-out: First chair. :Lo'ng pavse
with spoten face alone. Head s\mu‘\\ir
sinks , comes to vest. Fade oot spot,

W

Pre.ma‘%uve.:'y 2\d. Uhkemp’?grayhair:
Huge eyes in white expression less Yace,

White hande helding ends of armrests.

Eyes

Now closed , now open in UnHinKing
gaze. About equal proporfiens sectiond,
incressingly closed 2.and 3, closed for

goad \-mﬂ:ma.\/ Through 4-.

Costume

Black lacy high-necked evening gown.
Long sleeves. Jetse guins Yo glitter when
I’o(.‘l('mg. Inc.o’ngruous Frivalous head-
dress set askew with extravagant Trim-

mings to cafth light when rocking.
Attitude
Com p].e')'e]y <Hill Fill Fade -odf oF chair.

Then in light of spol head Siow‘y
inclined.

Chair

Pale woed highly Poiislnea\ o gleam when
rocking. Fostrest. Verfical back. Rovnded
inward curving arms to sugae'_-:l' embrace.

Rock

Slight: Slow. Contralled mechanical ly
witheut assisfance From W.

Voice

Lines in i+alicfspol‘(£h by W with Va
& lithle soMer each time..

Ws “More” & lillle soffer each Time.
Towards end of section 4, say From
”sizina to herself” an, voice gmclua\l?
S6TTET.

Composer’'s Notes

7 Follow the avthor’s nofes explicﬂ'l\/.

2. Ever); note is precedec’ E\f an aceidenta)
excepT repeated netes or patterns.

3. The mosic and V shoold be recorded
molti-channel and Yemixed stereo with
the piano subdued and the Trembones
Very sotfyreverberated ,distant, and
E?hem eral,

4. The voiee sounds one ectave lower than
wriffen. Tt chovld sound authentic
tnd unifrained, Sometimes more spolen

Than song.

# Underlined inzeeve.,

- Srg,
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be\hO

Piane [

W= Waman in chair.

V= Her recorded voice.

Effimero & lontano (dca. 42) [Fi&e up oh W in rocKing chair Facing Front downstage slightly oFF certre awdience lef. ]

Tromhone [% : =

Rockaby

(A éetting of Samuel Beckett’s play for woman's voice, four trombones, and piano.)

‘William Osborne
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