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Stage Directions

Set. Downstage left a simple, small wooden table andaar. Downstage
right a simple mirror as illustrated by Figure @pstage center, a wooden box
with a lid on hinges. The lid opens up stage. #skn(as described below
under the name “Daphne”) is hanging from a hoakatop center of the side
of the box facing the public.) To the stage lefesof the table is a trombone
stand (if applicable.) These furnishings shoulaibgple and have a unity of
style and appearance. The positioning of the itelmesild form an isosceles
triangle whose sides are about four or five mdtang.
Props. On the table is a set of “Russian Dolls” (smalinped, wood dolls
that all fit inside each other), a clear glassh@toof water, a glass, and a small
notebook with a pencil. A red negligee is hanginghe mirror. Inside the
box is an apron with four pockets that contain layldaottle, a baby’'s shoes
with the laces tied together, a baby’s rattle, atittle doll that squeaks when
squeezed. The box also contains a bottle of @ilisassembled trombone; a
long beige dress (nice but not too fancy, see)ighabrn by pulling it over the
head; a whimsical concert jacket (e.g. black wtth lapels)(For alternatives
to the trombone see the note at the end of the text.)
Costume. Miriam is wearing a beige slip and a beige hoaaec She and her
clothing have a bedraggled look of desperation,nimggessness and
boredom. The slip, housecoat and dress all oitg afistyle and light beige
color. (See Figure 1.)
Masks. The box also contains three plaster or paper papaehe masks
created with a unified style. The performer entgith a fourth mask.

Mary. A young, naive girl with a blond pigtail. The skais held in

front of one’s face by the pigtail and held staiyeplacing a finger on

or in its mouth.

Myrtle. A puffy, round depressed face of an obese, midgbl

woman, colorless, mostly white and gray. Over thask is latex mask

of the same person, flesh colored with heavy makead lips, eye
shadow, rouge, and short frayed, artificial logkied hair. The first
mask is held on the performers face by a smaltielasadband. The
second fits firmly over the first mask and is sudglgemoved revealing
the mask beneath. Both masks convey a sense [oérd¢isn.
Morticia. A haughty, elegant, patrician looking mask witb tips
somewhat puckered as if drawing on a cigarettegarette holder. The
mask is held in front of the face by a handle anghlrformer’s left side.
Daphne. A woman with the twiggy branches of a tree formingy hair.
The mask should have a ritualistic, majestic andesghat terrifying
appearance.
Light. The stage is lit in three general regions. Stefjeéllumates the table
and area around it, stage right lights the mirrat és general area, while a
third lamp fills the center stage area. There khba adequate cross-over
between the light of all three regions. The middjbt also illuminates
Miriam completely when she stands at the bdke light should descend at
about a 70 degree angle and if possible leave a nrdeave triangular shape
on the stage floor. The performer should be ableaty the appearance of the
masks by raising her face to the light or by digper head and shadowing
them. An additional spot adds intensity to the dstage center area. As the
performer moves from the box to down stage ceffitemsoves to brighter
light with a gentle continious cross-over. A tigipiot is focused to illuminate
the “Daphne” mask when hanging on the front oftibe. And a final spot,
coming somewhat from the side, illuminates Miriammen she sits profile on
the box. As Miriam moves about the stage, the gspots are brightened or
dimmed to highlight the area she occupies.

The stage directions are coordinated with the safkhe performance CD.



Performance I nstructions for the Trombone Lament

1. The symbol in Figure 1 indicates a vibrato approximately a half tone in width played about
aquarter tone above and below the indicated pitch. It is modelled after the vibrato used in
Japanese Shakuhachi music. Width and speed vary according to expressive nuance.

2. The F-horn tuning slide is removed for the duration of the work. Notes played through the
open tube of the F-horn are indicated by the noteheadsin Figure 3.

Figure 1 Figure 2
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for Abbie
Miriam

Part Il: The Mirror

(For computer controlled digital piano and instruntal performance artist.) William Osborne
i As the music begins, Miriam enters from stagedefl moves slowly to the center stage spot. Sheliing Daphne's mask in front of her wjith She raises her arms one at a time andl
both hands, arms extended in front of her. Shestto the audience and puts on the mask, pausieftybarms extended slightly outward from feels the twig-like hair of the mask,
= her sides, palms forward. (The mask does not haweadband; it balances on her head when sligh#lgl back.) tilting her head to each side respectivgly.
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She moves her arms in front of her and lowers tteeher eyes, fingers extended and spread. HerBrajiete down her face to a prayer
position under her chin. She raises her arms aberv@ead together with looking up at the same ategéeposition of supplication.
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hangs Daphne's mask on a hook on the side facngutiience, rummages in the box and finds Mary§k+a l J ke
I’ J n b 8 — o
30 h J he —bhd | = =
r_1 gl be - be |, he — = - =
9 o o o rm—— 9 )4 o —b5 b o 0 5o o o - ﬁl, 4 EF
o C—r——3 % o s .‘J.‘/E:ﬁ% o hhi,.'\ e y i s =
ANIV4 L —1Y L L L Y [ —1y L L — H‘ 'QI I’;) L L J L0 —
- L h‘ hc 3
.
30
s b N
r £ | I Y I I I I :IQ ” ‘1 ” &) ”
:I;:'j;j——.'j;tl;iﬁ“—qt n n —‘ﬁ“—q-tqi s 16—3 s =t qi f
he

"Ll

o



She puts her finger to her mouth, rubs her eye héttfist, brushes away a tear on her chieek
With a quick gesture she puts the mask on She coyly goes to front center stage on her tip takle with her finger tips, puts her finger back in hevuth, and dips her head up and down cgyly,
at the beginning of the three chord figufe. brushing back the mask's hair with her fingers goorc using the light to effect(Use extensions for all of these gestures.)

each side, extending her arm completely with eaukh|
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on each side, with her finger tig
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on at the three chord figu

then snaps the mask baci She brushes the mask’s hair, once
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She makes a startle gesture on the last florishefugrm extended
parallel to the floor, forearm at right angle, famg extended and spread.)
She removes the mask, and holds an expressionraedidace for
an instant, before going to the box.

With gracefully extended movements she pldces
her chin in her hand, and dips her head coyly.

| She goes to the box and rummages for Myrtle's nl\ask.
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At the three chord figure she puts the mask oryding its | She slowly moves to front center stage lookingrgligupward, rolling her face around with invitilsgnsualityl
latex cover) and spins around to face the audience.
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|and moving her hips to the thumps in the musiclidesque type of dancie.
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At the low note at the end of the phrase, she sugdemoves the latex make-up cover mask, holdimgth her fully extende
arm pointing upward at a 45 to 60 degree angléis(feveals the mask underneath it.) She leankdwat slightly back and t
one side at the same angle as her extended aengdsture of grief and anguish.
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| She looks at the audience (through the meilsk.)
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|As she returns to the box she removes Myrtle's n||ask
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puts it back in the box and rummages for Morticma&sk
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At the three chord figure she places the mas|

KHer real face has a haughty 4

over her breast and turns to the audience|

seductively glamorous pose.
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With exaggerated glamour she brings an imaginaygrette

to and from her mouth(With fully extended gestures.)
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She moves to stage right. On the last beat g
phrase she puts the mask in front of her face...

oo L
%:%ﬁ

>
81 =
=

A1V 4

81 e »
- AR 1 10
BEn "‘j &
> 0
~— b
- - — - | She moves to center stage and falls into a poslesoliast beat of the first phra%e.
and falls into a seductive, glamorous pose stangliofile to the publlcl
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She extends her arm and moves her index fing estuge saying|'
come here," coordinating it with a seductive rélher shoulder.
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- - - - She snaps off the mask (on the three chofds,) She holds for an instant
| On the final florish she brings her forearm backraver right breas|[. crossing her forearms at her breast. Her real and flows back to the bok.
face is facing the audience stage right.
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She holds Myrtle's make-up mask in the directiothefaudience and makes it mouth work
like a hand puppet. She protrudes her finger fitsrmouth and wiggles it like a tongue.
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As she takes Morticia from the box, the dolls oa tifble | She goes to the table and seats he||se|f.
distract her attention. She returns the maskedutix.
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| She takes the Russian dolls apart (ten of themahging their top and bottom halves in a line antdible with fetish-like precisiob.
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| In the remaining time she straightens the Iineatltsd|

b

b

| She looks at the bok
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- - - - - She places the trombone on an instrument staxtdméhe table, puts
| She suddenly pauses a moment in consternationybeche realizes she just saw a run in her nqlons. her foot on the chair, examines the run, then k&sche nylons.
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At the three chords, she holds it against her cettrying it Onl | Holding the negligee over her chest, she dancdsnzads towards the box kicking each leg out t@its side in a sexy burlesq4e. | She dances forwardl
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She twirls the negligee over her head while rollieg breasts. A sneeze begins to build up. Skezss into the
negligee on the cluster. She looks at the stalls, her eyes, and tosses the negligee away --apaval to the side.

| kicking each leg across the otder.
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| She puts it on by looping its neck strap aroundnieek at the three chord figute.
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| In the following passages, she removes variousctbjavith widely extended gestures) fro+...
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| each of the apron's four pockets continuing to lealch in her hands: a baby bottle, baby shoedysbattle, and a little doll that squeaks whemesgzed. (She drapes the shoes over her foreartineiidgied together Iace:*.)
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| She raises her arms and the objects into the aigisture of supplication, as if pleading to G8tie lowers her arms with the unison of the fioal down of the section as she squeaks the|do|l.

e 4
L £

| She flows back to the bolx.
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| Puts the apron back in it, and removes a longt igige dress, and puts it 4>n.
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The dress now on, her attention is drawn to Daghmesk (hanging

on the box) slightly before the rising music cortiean end, | She stands to the side of the mask so that shsilidevin profile, and touches its twig-hair withur graceful gesturels.
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| On the last gesture she takes the mask and imresdiktws into a Waltzl & (only top notes 8va)
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| Holding the mask in front of her, she waltzes alibtee steps stage left, fully extending the maskeé direction she is moving (keeping its facedtied toward the audience) then about three sigdpisim the same mann+r.
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| She continues waltzing, stage left then right, edileg her arms in tk*e
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| direction of her movement at the end of each phréas before, the mask is held in position byrtdtthe head slightly bacl«{.)
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| She steps forward to front, center st4ge.
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She raises her arms one at a time and feels tiyelitgi hair of the mask, tilting her head to eaitfesespectively. She moves her armg in
front of her and lowers them to her eyes, fingetemded and spread. Her fingers slide down hertfaeeprayer position under her chip.
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| She raises her arms above her head together witinpup at the same angle to a position of suppba. She lowers her arms and tilts her headdaiMetting the mask fall into her hands. Sheaslser real face to the audience for an inskant.
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| She returns to the bolx.
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| She picks up the objects she dropped on the 1loor.

1

She sees the trombone an instant before the lowghn the music(Optional stage direction
may be created for other instruments or for nortrimaental performances.)

She goes to the trombone, admires it, and piakg.itWhen the
music re-begins, she moves the slide in unison thighmusic.

| She plays the instrume+t.
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267 hi I;z h? . > b h - h> h 5 I)> h h . h ; hi h o #._ - | During the interlude she sets down the trombonest&ier apron straps in her thumbs with +n
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During the final run of the section she raisesdrers, fully

- h> extended, to a victory pose which is met only grsie. She
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She grudgingly and sadly takes off the jacket, fiuds the table]
gets the apron and puts it back on, and start&kotipings up.




| During the interlude she regains her enthusiasssetthe things she has picked up as|de...
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33| | She plays three improvisatory figures, and thrdestep rising figures, pauses with
the music, and ends with a high glisses followed bgw interval of perfect fifth
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| She reassembles the dolls, occasionally nervouslhing back her hair with her hari\d.
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|She goes to the bolx,
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She slowly moves the glass to her lips. T
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bone, drops them on the floor, returns to the bitlk

She slowly sets the glass and pitcher on the table.
She stands, takes the jacket and apron off the-trg

and
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pitcher is still in her right hand held at abput the instrument and sits profile on its stage rijte.
neck level. | On the last chord she pours the water remainiribdrpitcher over her head. Paubee playback CD is pauseid The light fades to only a spot on Daphne's mask
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38 |After the lament the piano music is resumed andyémeral light slowly rises, but to a dimmer letredn before.She places the trombone on its stand and seatlfregrthe tablel.
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| She takes the glass with the dissolved pills, stayaes to the Daphne mask, stahds
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hf . b h ﬂ |The light slowly fades to black by the final setohbrds
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If continuing on to Part Il: The Chair, execute aick transition during
the low piano chords,Remove all props Tére Mirrorand roll the
chair into position (sge figure 3.) When the traiosi is complete fade|
the music to silence and skip to the next track tié pause button op.
Begin playback according to the appropriate entrafiar Part II.
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